


SAMSON & DELILAH DIGITAL PROGRAMME

Background to the project

This project is based on a story known as The Penryn Incident, detailed in 1612 by the
playwright Thomas Heywood in 'An Apology for Actors.' In this story the Spanish landed
at night in Penryn but found it deserted. Hearing shouting, trumpets and drums they
thought it was an approaching Cornish army and fled. It was actually the community of
Penryn putting on a play about St Sampson.

On further reading St Sampson didn't seem the most exciting story to build a play
around. So Samson & Delilah was chosen instead, using a motley crew of Tudor players
to tell a rough and ready version of this biblical epic.

Linking this story in with the Spanish raids along the Cornish coast during the time of the
Armada, I devised a tour that travelled along the Cornish coastal route that the Spanish
either raided or sailed past — the 1588 Armada was first spotted off the Lizard and there
must have been a frantic conveying of messages and rumours swirling around about
where they might land. And the South coast of Cornwall especially had its fair shares of
encounters.

Each venue chosen along the way has a different story - from Mousehole where the first
houses were burned leading finally up to Penryn where this incident took place.
Pendennis and St Mawes castles were chosen obviously because of their Tudor links.
They were built with the specific intent to keep the Spanish or maurading pirates away.

One plan that kept resurfacing during the reign of Elizabeth I was that the Spanish
intended to sail up the Fal Estuary, a whole fleet of ships, and then the Spanish army
could pretty much march unimpeded into the rest of the country. If that happened,
England would then lose Elizabeth I and the country would return to Catholicism. Which
not everyone in Cornwall was unhappy about. It must surely have been a soul-searching
time for some Catholics in Cornwall who longed for the return of the old ways but
couldn't bring themselves to hand over their country to another nation, all be it a
Catholic one.

We hope this story gives a flavour of the times — the panic and fear in England during the
1580's and 90's, the need to build stronger defences in Cornwall, how important the
beacons were in the event the Armada was sighted, and as Sir Walter Raleigh remarks in
our play 'there is a thin line between heroism and villainy in this country at the moment.
The story of the Killigrew's is a fascinating one and it seems they trod this thin line
continually through successive generations.

Playwright's notes

Much of this story is made up, although a great deal is based on actual events during the
time of the Armadas. The main tall tale in this partly factual and mostly fictional story is
that Sir Walter Raleigh would never have been in Queen Mary's court. But as there are so
many characters being introduced to the audience I kept a familiar character. However,
he would have been about 6 years old when Mary died. He was also a devout Protestant
who's family were persecuted during Mary's brief reign.

For any staunch fans of either they will probably baulk at this crossover. However, my
intention with staging any historical drama is to hopefully pique an interest with
audience members and that they might feel they have enjoyed an evening of local
history and heritage, and may be inspired to find out more themselves. And then they
can be equally cross over my inaccuracies!



This production is quite an undertaking. But I wanted to see if it was possible purely
because I feel a sense of loss, with few large scale touring companies travelling across
Cornwall, and generally village halls and community centres hosting 1 or 2 performers
at most nowadays. The reason is it's expensive — for both touring company and the
venues. Thankfully the Levelling Up and Good Growth fund, Cornwall Council and
FEAST have been generous enough to fund this tour and make it possible for a large
scale production to happen. We have brought together excellent professional
performers, working alongside some wonderful community cast and children, all
supported by a professional production team.

For these volunteer performers to even consider doing this tour is a remarkable. They
will be either working during the day in a variety of jobs, or at college and school, and
then in their free time travel to a venue to perform - for pretty much the whole month of
September. Rehearsals took place during August in St Just, Redruth and Perranporth.
Sometimes that required performers in St Just saying lines to a non-existent performer,
and for performers in Redruth to say their lines in reply, again to noone. And only in the
last week do we get them together to actually speak with each other and be in the same
scene and space, such is the complexity of this process!

It's a joy being in the rehearsal room. To bring together groups of people to have fun,
laugh and connect, and to tell this story. Thank you so much to the professional actors
and production team who have supported me in this project. They have gone above and
beyond to make this production a great experience for all involved.

I have worked in many of the communities that this tour travels to — directing the Penryn
panto group that used to perform their panto in the pub at the Seven Stars; working on
several productions of the Ordinalia (the oldest trilogy of plays in Britain) written all
those centuries ago in Glasney College, Penryn; performing in the town of my
childhood, Falmouth — many an hour spent walking round the beaches, passing
Arwennack on the way, exploring Pendennis on school trips, canoeing in the Fal, and my
first performance at the Poly when i was 15 with Young Generation. All these
experiences no doubt came in to play with the making of this production.

Thank you for coming to support us and we hope you enjoy the play!




Cast in order of appearance

Kate Edney
Molly/Delilah

Kate is a Cornish Actor from Penryn and was trained at
Middlesex University, London and Guildford School of
Acting. Her range of work spreads across TV, Film,
Theatre, Radio and Voiceover, as well as Commercial and
Corporate work. Kate can currently be seen in the feature
film “The Chocolate Club”, where she plays as lead role
Rose, and won Best Actress Awards at Florence, Paris,
International Gold and London Film Awards.

Other feature film credits such as, “Long Way Back” (O-
region, 2022), “The Tape” (Storm Force Films, 2021) and
“Nowhere” (Kernowfornia Films, 2023), recently premiered at Grauman’s Chinese
Theatre, LA. Kate also played the title role in the film “Queen of Kernow” (2023), about a
notorious Tudor pirate Lady Mary Killigrew. For Television, Kate played the regular role
of Dr Eve Chester in “Casualty” for BBC television, “Four Balloons and a Funeral”
directed by Nina Vukovic (FFP New Media) and can be seen in the upcoming ITV series
“Playing Nice”. Recent Theatre includes, “The 24 Hour Plays” (Theatre Royal Plymouth),
“The Cornish Caretakers”, directed by Simon Harvey (Palores Productions), “Canvas &
Rum”, directed by Jason Squibb (North South Theatre) and “Tales of Oshi” (National
Maritime Museum Cornwall).

Kate is a Mother. She is also a Visiting Lecturer at Falmouth University and has taught on
the Acting and Film courses.

Rory Wilton
Richard/Samson

Rory is a familiar face to film and television viewers all
over the world, with major roles in "Poldark" (BBC, 2015),
"Doc Martin" (ITV) , "Fisherman’s Friends" (2019),
"Fisherman'’s Friends: One and All" (2022) and many
. award-winning independent film productions. But long
before his career on screen, he was a well-established part
of the thriving 1990s and early 2000s Cornish theatre
industry, as co-artistic director of Bedlam Theatre
Company of Cornwall.
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He has always kept in touch with his Cornish roots and has, for the last seven years,
played Tom Bawcock in Cousin Jacks’ celebrated stage adaptation of "The Mousehole
Cat", which plays in the very heart of Mousehole throughout December - and toured the
USA in 2019. He can soon be seen back on screen in the UK as Blackbeard in "Pirates:
Behind the Legends" on Disney+.

Rory lives in North Cornwall with his partner Emma, surrounded by rabbits, wild
chickens and a soppy black labrador called Violet.



Audio Drama Awards 2016.

Emma Spurgin Hussey
Dolly/Phil Istine/Peaches Wife/Timnah Father

Emma Spurgin Hussey was born one Wednesday morning.
After a childhood spent mostly eating sweets, talking to
cats and reading books, she studied at The Hub Theatre
School in St Austell, which isn't there any more. Since
training, Emma has worked in theatre, TV and film,
including (as she entered her 'hagsploitation' years) quite
a number of horror films. She has also taken part in radio
and other audio/voiceover work; she has so far narrated
about 35 audiobooks. Emma is a writer and her radio play,
The Churchill Barriers, was shortlisted for the Imison
Award and Best Audio Drama (Original Single) at the BBC

She enjoys workshopping new writing and is a member of an international online script
reading panel which feeds back on the first ten pages of new work. Along with partner,
Rory Wilton, Emma taught youth theatre for many years, directing plays both classic and
extremely silly. She is currently learning Italian, German, Spanish, French and Russian -
and is uniformly terrible at all of them.

Nina Hills
Stephen/Peter Istine/Peaches Husband/Priest/TimnahGirl

Nina Hills is an Actor, Storyteller, Director, Producer and
Writer. She has worked with Bish, Bash Bosh and
Trebiggan Productions as well as Cube Essential and Play
It Again Theatre companies. She can be seen performing
with The Story Republic and is the resident Snow Queen
with Coppice Theatre. She is the Artistic Director of Little
Trebiggan. She has also has written and is touring her solo
comedy show about the Perimenopause called Peri-
meno...what now?

Adam Trembath
Simon/Benson/Clerk/Manaoh Wife

Born in Penzance, Adam started his acting adventure at 22
in weekly rep seasons performing over 20 plays, moving
on to work with the ENO at London's Coliseum. He
regularly appears in Panto up and down the country. Adam
has just finished a stint at the Theatre Royal Windsor in the
play 'Perfect Crime'. Since the covid pandemic, he has
concentrated on being in Kernow whenever he can,
working for Coppice Theatre in 'Jack Frosty's stories,
'Richard 3rd' at Trebah Gardens for the Kernow Chamber
Players, and the lead in 'Give Un Fitz' playing local historic
boxer Bob Fitzsimmons.



James Care
Carlyon/Chief Priest/Waiter/Manaoh

James is a Redruth based actor with many years of
experience working in local theatre, as well as locally
made independent films and also appearing twice in the
final series of Doc Martin.

Jason Squibb
Sir John Killigrew the First/Squire Jenkyn Keigwin

Jason is artistic director of Collective Arts. He is a writer,
director and performer who has worked with a host of
Cornish companies over the years.

His directing credits include:The Ordinalia (The Passion) St
Just 2021 The Trench Bodmin Bodmin 2018, The Trench
Levant Mine Levant Mine 2016 National Minority Cornwall
tour 2015 Swallows and Amazons Seven Stars 2015 The Life
of St Piran Perranporth 2014, The Life of St Piran
Perranporth 2013 The Life of St Meriasek Heartlands 2012,
The Voyage of the Mystery St Day 2012 Falmouth Charter
Enactment Falmouth 2011 Remember The Poly Falmouth 2011, Peter Pan Seven Stars 2010,
Escape from Penryn Seven Stars 2008 Assistant Director credits: Prince of the Burning Sun
The Minack 2007, Nelson — Love and War Falmouth/Trelissick 2005 Ordinalia Cycle (4
seasons) St Just-in-Penwith 2000-2004

Jason Gerdes
Sir Walter Raleigh/Timnah Bridegroom

Jason Gerdes is an actor/ writer based here in Cornwall.
Jason has performed across Cornwall and the UK with the
Theatre company NorthSouthTheatre which he is co
director. He has also worked on other community plays
directed by Jason Squibb including The Trench in both
Bodmin and St Just, as well as Give em Fitz. He continues to
perform on stage and film including short films to feature
films. As well as acting, Jason also writes scripts for stage
and film and is currently working on a pilot for TV.

Jason says he is looking forward to playing Sir Walter Raleigh but promises no cigarettes
on stage and no Potatoes will be harmed during his performance but you can call him
Sir.



Gavin Hosking
Midwife/Mayor/Job Hawkins/Cornishwoman/Pillar

Gavin discovered his love for theatre quite late, watching
pendeen panto for years until 2017 joining Pendeen panto,
then caught the acting bug joining St just cape players,
Stagestruck theatre penzance, Penzance musical theatre
company. Camborne centenary drama group/cd kids and
performed in all 3 shows in st just ordinalia 2021. He also did
a show in Cornish in St ives and is slowly learning the
language. This is going to be his first tour and he is looking
forward to performing with a great bunch of people making
new friends and connections and exploring new venues.
The world is our stage, full of new adventures let's put on a show and make smiles.

Essie Eggleton
Monk/Henry Killigrew/Fisherman/Kendall

Essie has always been interested in drama and music, she
loves performing. She has performed in several events in the
local community with her school and the local pantomime.
This is her first touring play and she is so excited to be taking
part.

Karen Colam
Elizabeth Trewinnard/Commander Amesquitta

Karen has a wealth of experience both on stage and behind
the scenes. Since moving to Cornwall 35 years ago she has,
(amongst other things!) managed an arts centre, owned a
boat building company and had two of everything:
husbands, daughters, granddaughters, hospitality
businesses and dogs... she still has some of these.

For the past ten years Karen has owned a tour company that
celebrates both the highlights and secret treasures for
visitors to Cornwall. She has just written her first book “The
Road to Burlesque” and hopes to have it published before the
year is out, as book two is already in the pipeline. She is launching a podcast in
November and has been a regular contributor in the past to various BBC radio shows.
For fun she writes what she calls “guerilla poetry” in random situations like the
supermarket queue or the car wash!




Gareth Kay
Fisherman/Davey

Gareth has always been passionate about performing arts
acting. He is a horticulturalist and carpenter who like to
make new friends and is always keen to take on new
projects in the world of acting. He is also a black belt in
taekwondo and muay thai kickboxing. He loves to play big
part and small parts equally, heroes and villains alike. He
has previously performed in The Ordinalia (St Just)
2001-2004 and 2021. He has been involved with St Peter’s
Players. He played Jack in Give ‘Em Fitz and recently
played a villain in the pantomime Aladin.

Ciara Gerty
Queen Mary

Ciara wanted to do this, because she loves to act and
perform while learning new things with new and different
people and the script sounded like it would be a lot of fun
and creatively challenging. Plus she really loves to wear
different costumes from different periods of time!

Stuart Gerty
Gaoler/Sergeant Major Juan de Arnica

Stuart is relatively new to acting/community acting.
Playing the “Dame” in the past 2 years productions of
Perranporth’s community pantomimes has really been my
only experience of acting, but the shows and rehearsals
etc have proved to be fantastic and given him a desire to
do more. The fun, the challenges, the opportunity to be
creative and expressive whilst simultaneously bringing
the community together in support of local performers and
technicians is invaluable to any small town or village.
When the call came out for this play, he was intrigued to
know what it would feel like to be part of a touring theatre
show alongside a mixture of professional and community actors. His daughter Ciara was
also keen and it gave them an opportunity to spend time with each other. He had a quick
chat with Jason, looked at the script and knew it would be a lot of fun. He was keen to
explore it and the characters more!



https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=459ad387ea88bafc&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C5CHFA_enGB1093GB1095&sxsrf=ADLYWILYU1ihuV1Hq_wlVrlIUXtFPBUb2A:1725466899210&q=muay+thai+kickboxing&spell=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjJl-WM2amIAxVLS0EAHVG9NXEQkeECKAB6BAgKEAE

Chris Bevington
Sir John Killigrew the Second

Chris joined Samson & Delilah because it's fun and playing
in lots of different places will be a challenge. He has taken
part in several productions as an amateur over the past
forty years or so, from panto to serious theatre.

Ian Sandison
Peter Killigrew

Ian started acting over 20 years ago working with the
Cambridge-based experimental Insitu theatre group. He
has been involved in several creative projects including
major parts in ‘The Cherry Orchard’, ‘A Winters Tale’,
‘Oedipus Rex’ and an interpretation of ‘Measure for
Measure’. He also appeared in ‘Anything Goes’ at
Cambridge Arts Theatre. Ian has recently moved to
Falmouth and after a break from performing he is pleased
to get involved with this Cornish group and touring with
this interesting play.

Lisa Rowling
Queen Elizabeth I

Lisa has been part of the community theatre scene for
many years having previously performed in ‘Beetroot
Pie’ (one of four plays produced alongside The Trench
Bodmin), The Ordinalia in St Just and directing the
Perranporth Pantomime.

Myles Riley
Sir John Killigrew the Third/Burley

Myles has been performing since he was young and joined
the local youth theatre. He is excited to be part of the show
and looking forward to visiting lots of Cornish venues.




Ted White
Cornishman fleeing from the Spanish

Ted performed in The Ordinalia many times, including
singing in 2004, that gave him the confidence to act and in
the last 4 years thats what he has done. He joined the
penzance music and theatre company and had 4 characters
in Anything Goes, then went on to do The sound of Music.
He joined CAPE in St Just for a panto, then a nativity, then
sang for a pre Lafrowda show with Colonel Cape’s Circus
Show. He was a co writer and actor in a one off production
of Anna and Arthur’s adventures Down the Sinkhole, where
he played the part of a rat dressed up as a council worker
called Arthur Jobb. Ted heard about Samson & Delilah and
contacted Jason to sign up to perform. Ted is a musician plus writes children’s stories
and although they have been read by many have not published any ....yet!

Gracie Salter
Spanish Sailor/Merryn/Lion

Gracie Salter has been performing since she could talk! She
loves to dance, sing and act. She has performed in many
local productions around Cornwall including at The Hall for
Cornwall, The Royal Cornwall Show, Regal Theatre and
various dance and musical theatre school shows. Gracie
played 'Matilda' in 'Matilda JR' with Bev Lynn School for
Dance and she comes fresh from a National Youth Music
Theatre show in London where she was selected to be a
member of the cast of 'Crescendo'. She has had great fun
being a part of Sampson and Delilah.

Emily Bevington
Spanish Sailor/Merryn/Lion

Emily is playing the lion, a cabbage seller and a Spanish sailor. She is
eleven years old and has done some acting before at the Tolmen Centre
in Constantine, doing a play called Before the Flood. She goes to youth
theatre at the Hall For Cornwall in Truro. She really enjoys working on this
play, (except for when she got soaked in the rain).

Scarlett Moran
Peter Killigrew/Don Leon de Ezpeleta

Scarlett studied at Falmouth University and prior to their
move to the UK wrote and performed for local theatre and
received awards in both playwriting and acting. She hopes
to continue to develop experience for the page, stage and
screen in Cornwall.




Caroline Eshgi
Annie

Caroline worked with Jason Squibb in the Passion plays and
Bob Fitzsimmons. When he reached out with the part of Annie
she had to say yes, Jason is so great to work with and always
pulls such a great team together.

Adam Bowkett
Sir Francis Godolphin/King Philip of Spain/Pillar

Having been taken to theatre, ballet , opera and shows from a
young age by a wonderful cultured Aunt in London, Adam
developed a keen interest in the performing arts from a
young age. However life took over and he was not able to
take it up. Recently he has taken roles in all 3 St Just Ordinalia
plays 2021, the lead role in the Paul Passion Play 2007,
Speaking part at Stratford in Henry VI Rebellion part of
Shakespeare Nation 2022, Played Feste in 12th Night at the
Minack 2022, and Cornelius, Saxon Bruno and ensemble in Dr
Faustus at the Minack 2024, A member of Hall for Cornwall
Playhouse Players

Looking forward immensely to working with Jason again and all the cast and crew for this
one. Should be mad, should be fun.

Sky Squibb-Myners
Kerensa/Spanish Advisor

Sky has been involved in dance with Bev-Lyn since she was
four and have been in numerous pantos and shows. She was
Pilate's daughter and an angel in the 2021 Ordinalia and nurse
in the Trench Bodmin. She loves dance and also plays football
for Falmouth Finches.

Bethan Kimber
Kerensa/Spanish Advisor




Ozzy Wood
Jory/Spanish Prisoner

Ozzy started acting at the age of 4 in his local theatre group. Since then
he has been a part of productions such as Matilda, Beauty and the
beast and Les Misérables. He has done many shows at his local theatre
in Perranporth and sung in Truro Cathedral many times. He is a die
hard wrestling fan and has lived on a farm all his life taking care of
many different animals. Being part of Samson and Delilah has been an
awesome experience for him.

Jonah Seth
Jory/Spanish Prisoner

Production Team

Jason Squibb Playwright and Director
Dominic Power Script Editor

Cat Lake Assistant Director
Jasmine Cole Marketing & Events Coordinator
Alan Munden Set Design and Build
Hetty Bevington Costume Designer
Claire Cooper Puppet Creation

Ben Sutcliffe Musical Director

Zaid Al-Rikabi Musician

Robin Simpson Technician

Pat Kelman. Collective Website

Director statement.

Samson & Delilah is a hugely difficult story to present. Biblical cultural
differences have been amplified significantly by the intense situation in the
Middle East. The temptation is to run far away from something I can barely
comprehend, and have no firsthand experience of. Therein lies the quandary. Do
we shy away from stories because they present problems and difficulties or by
telling them do we acknowledge their complexity and spend time reflecting on
how we impact each other. Creative freedom through performance seems to go
hand in hand with societal freedom. It is imperative that we continue to tell
stories.



We want to say a huge thank you to everyone who has supported
this project. You made it possible!

Adrian Watts. Bethany Lyne and all at Cornwall 365. Bill Scott, Julia Knight-Bennett,
Annie Ukleja and all at Miracle Theatre for everything. Cat Boote. Claire Marshall.
Cornish Language Office. Cornwall Council. Dan Sargison. Daniel Newman. Denise
and all at Redruth Methodist Church. Edward Lean. Ellie Allen and all at FEAST. Erin
Hemingway. Francesca Duncan and all at Carn to Cove. Gerald Morris and
Perranporth Memorial Hall. Giles Gould. Hazel Stuteley. Henry Austwick. Jack
Morrison. Jude Munden. Karis Tung. Keith Sparrow our fab graphic designer. Keri
Jessiman. Louis King for wise technical assistance. Lucy Gaskill. Mary Ann
Bloomfield and all at the Ordinalia Company. Michael Tonkin-Jones. Neal Megaw
our wonderful photographer. Nick and all at the Seiners Perranporth. Oliver Gray
and lllyria. Rebecca Hulbert. Sally Crooks and Hannah Stephens for Miracle Scratch
night. Shelton, Steve and all at Crofthandy Village Hall. Tamara Stidwell. All the
parents of the children - Hannah, Lara, Dave, Kirsten, Natalie, and Jan. The venues
and promoters for hosting this production. The Collective Board - Phil, Rosie, Eliza,
TJ, Annie, and Yan. The Community Levelling Up Programme - especially Ella
Rodwell for her support and guidance from the start.

This project is part-funded by the UK Government through the UK Shared Prosperity
Fund. Cornwall Council has been chosen by Government as a Lead Authority for the
fund and is responsible for monitoring the progress of projects funded through the
UK Shared Prosperity Fund in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly.




